Increasing Attendance in Adult Bible Class
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If your congregation is like many others, a pressing concern is how to generate greater attendance in adult Bible classes.  Here are some thoughts I’ve gathered and apply in our congregation to help enhance our attendance.  Remember however, it is not our purpose to only increase in numbers, but rather to increase the Christ-likeness of those that attend.  

As we try to increase our attendance we must ask ourselves a very important questions, “What is the purpose of our Bible study?  The most common response is "to learn the Bible."  Certainly that is true, but our Bible study classes should be offer to us a great deal more.  
Involvement
Our real concern is not with just some "ideal" Bible study class.  We are concerned with how we can get the most out of class. A vital part of this is our personal involvement in class.  Membership in any organization– especially an organized Bible study– implies a level of anticipated commitment. 

We must begin our commitment with regular attendance.  We can be a part of the warm, personal fellowship that comes with consistent, week-by-week participation in Bible study and fellowship events.  Our consistent attendance will encourage others.  We should arrive on time and enjoy every moment of studying the precious word of God.
Bible Teaching
Far too often we view the responsibility of providing quality Bible teaching and learning as only the job of the teacher.  While the teacher does have the major responsibility of involving members in studying the Bible, we all increase our learning tremendously by studying the appropriate Scripture passages and the lesson in our Bible each week. We should bring our Bible for use in class, take part in discussions, and ask questions about what we do not understand.  Our growth will depend greatly on our level of personal involvement.
The goal in adult Bible study is applying what we have learned in class to our personal life daily.  Each week we should try to discover a truth or principle that God can use in our lives.  Let what we learn in our class be a vital part of our developing, maturing Christian life.  Further, try to see how we can help others apply them to their lives.
Reaching & Winning People to Christ
Encouraging others to participate in Bible class is an important part of being a member of an adult class. Perhaps we have friends or business associates who do not attend Bible study or church anywhere.  We should invite them to attend with us or introduce them to one of the leaders of a class.  Also give their names and basic information about them to the teacher.  This level of personal evangelism is a simple way to bring others to Christ.  If we feel we can’t personally “teach” then expose them to others who can. 
Concerned, Caring Ministry
Ministering to the needs of class members and visitors demonstrates the results of a growing relationship with Christ.  When we are asked to participate in a class, we should be ready and give our talents, knowledge, and insights willingly.  Get to know other persons in class, particularly visitors and new members. Pray for class members as well as visitors.  Pray about our concerns, our teachers, fellow members, and for persons whose needs have been brought to our attention.
When announcements are made in class, we should not view them as a necessary bother. Rather, we should realize that to be an active member is also to be an involved church member.  Our classes play an important role in communicating the opportunities of service and involvement in our congregation’s mission.
Refuse to be "just a member."  Rather, make a personal commitment to be an involved member in the fullest sense of the word.  Participate in all aspects of adult Bible study class by actively:
· Showing Christ living in our lives
· Participating in Bible study.
· Reaching out to visitors and fellow class members.
· Ministering to the concerns of people.
· Encouraging others to serve.
An active member is a member who enjoys the joy and excitement of being a part of the body of Christ! 
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