10 Qualities of a Good Bible Student

1.
You must believe that the Bible can be understood.

· Luke 1:1-4 – Luke makes it clear to Theophilus that he could understand the message written in Luke’s gospel.  

· Ephesians 3:2-3 Paul assured the Ephesians that they could understand the written word.

Reasons why someone thinks the Bible cannot be understood?
· The person has never really studied the Bible, thus remains ignorant of its contents.

· Some are too lazy to study.

· A few seek only to further their cause (II Corinthians 4:1-4)

· They let the blind lead them (Matthew 15:14: 13:19-23)

· Many fail because they believe they cannot understand it.

· Many fail because they quickly jump into the deep end of the pool…

2.
You must have an open mind

It’s like trying to open a locked door without a key…you won’t gain entrance.  When Christ did not fit into the preconceived image that the Jews of his day had they failed to see the Glory of God in their midst.  In today’s world we find many that have been raised or taught a certain philosophy or man made creed and it clouds their view when reading God’s word.  Some of these are extremely intelligent…and otherwise very astute thinkers.  Yet when they begin to view God’s word they “Know how the story ends” and fail to see it’s application and truth.  If what they read does not coincide with what they believe, then the see it as false or easy to misunderstand, and hence, reject it.
Instead of interpreting scripture through our beliefs, we must interpret our beliefs through scripture.  This sheds new light on why scriptures refer to the Bereans in Acts 17:11 as noble…”They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.  We know that even the apostle did not fully understand God’s word, partially because of their expectations of what the Savior would be.
3.
A good Bible student must be spiritually minded.

We should not look on the Bible as a textbook from which we mechanically study for a few facts.  It is a book the presents God’s will for our lives now and in eternity.  We must approach the study of God’s word with the attitude and desire to become spiritually minded.
A spiritual life will enable us to become more spiritually minded and learn more and grow more to become even more spiritually minded…that’s the maturation process we go through to become more Christ like.

4.
You must have a desire to know the truth.

You must know that you can know the truth. (John 8:32 – And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free).  Some truths in scripture are very easy to understand while others require study.

Issues of salvation are generally very plain…man has made them more difficult because of trying to obtain salvation his way.  Issues of holy living can be more complex and difficult to understand and apply because they deal with very deeply rooted issues in our lives.  It goes back to the previous statement that we need to spiritually minded to fully understand spiritual issues. 

· The truth helps on grow (Ephesians 4:15)

· The truth assures proper knowledge (I Timothy 2:4, 2 Timothy 3:7)

· The truth purifies the soul (I Peter 1:22)

· The truth helps a person become strong and stable (Ephesians 6:14)

· The truth leads to freedom from sin (John 8:32-36)

· The truth leads to salvation (Ephesians 1:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:13) 

5.
Prayer is essential for a good Bible student.

We should always approach Bible study after prayer for guidance to help us understand and guidance in applying God’s word.  James 1:5 – If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraided not; and it shall be given him.”

6.
A good Bible student must be diligent in study.

To gain knowledge in any field of study requires consistent and diligent study.   We know that in gaining our secular education that we study many years to remain current in our fields we study.  Some fields require continuing education, as much as 30 or more hours each year.  Diligence means – “earnestness, zeal, or sometimes the hast accompanying this; to exert oneself, endeavor.”

II Timothy 2:15 – The American Standard Version “Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.”

7.
A good Bible student will try to rid himself of all preconceived ideas about the subject or text.  (This is one of the most difficult things to do)

Preconceived notions, previous beliefs, former doctrines, all serve to cloud the message.  We have the tendency to sometimes take something out of context to support our ideas.  We must gain our doctrine from God’s word, not put God’s word to fit our doctrine.  Read the scriptures without thinking about the outcome.  Ask the question and seek the answer without forming the answer in your mind already.

8.
 A good Bible student must have courage.

To accept the truth from God’s word may require you to have to change who you are and what you are doing.  It also takes great courage to consistently put God’s word to practice in today’s world.  It takes courage to maintain loyalty to God.  Courage is not blindly overlooking danger, but in seeing the danger and conquering it.

9.
A good Bible student must be an independent thinker.

This means not letting others color your and guide our thinking.  
Yes, ask for opinions.  Yes, ask for advice.  But don’t take what another person says as full truth…you must discover for yourself what God says, and how to apply it in your life.  Commentaries and other such Bible study books are good, but they do not take the place of God’s word.  Bible class times like this are good but do not take the place of your personal quite study time.  God’s promise is that “You shall know the truth.”

10.
A good Bible student will be enthusiastic about studying God’s word.

This is closely related to diligence.  In diligence we stressed the necessity of work in Bible study.  In this point we are stressing inward zeal for studying.  Get excited about discovering God’s will.  As you are opening the Book of Books imagine you are opening a great treasure of discovery, for that is indeed what you are doing.  We are enthusiastic about reading books, newspapers, watching movies, carrying on conversations…we should apply this same enthusiasm to studying God’s word.

Never let Bible study become dull and common…
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