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“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)

This reference from 2 Timothy has long been among my favorite scriptures.  It clearly and simply points out our responsibility to study and apply God’s word in our lives.  As a child I belonged to a religious group that did not encourage any form of self-study of scripture.  Instead it encouraged us to rely on the insights and interpretations of others.  The danger of that is obvious in that we are all too often relying on error.  With that danger in mind, it is critical that those of us responsible for our education and training in the Church must ensure that what is presented in our Bible class curricula is accurately portrayed from God’s word and relevant to Bible student’s learning needs, whether adult or children. 

Another well known and strong warning from scripture is found in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (KJV)  Peter, in writing to the Christians of the day, knew that there would be opportunity for error to creep into the consciousness of the Church.  His warning is just as strong today.  We must be on guard to ensure that what we study and what we present for others to study is soundly based on scripture.

My purpose in this article is neither to endorse nor confront any publisher of Bible class material.  Instead, it is to give Bible school directors, elders, teachers, parents, and students tools with which to evaluate curriculum for its content and methodology.  

The Church has a strong history of emphasizing Bible study as a practice as well as a form of ministry.  The purpose of that emphasis is to enable ourselves and to help others to come to know, love, and serve Jesus Christ in all ways through our lives and service to the Church.

Most mainstream publishers of Bible school curriculum have traditionally upheld a consistent presentation of sound scriptural teaching.  Increasingly, they are incorporating contemporary teaching approaches to actively engage today’s learners. This is perhaps as it should be to produce resources that are relevant and captivating to the audience.  However, it’s not enough that something “look good.”  All care must be taken to ensure that the material reflects an accurate understanding of God’s word.  

This is especially critical when using materials from non-Christian publishers.  If used, the information must be adapted to reflect Biblical teaching. Bible class directors and teachers must review and evaluate all information to determine it’s accurate presentation of the gospel message. 

Although not exhaustive, here are some questions to help determine the soundness of curricula:

· Is the Bible the primary and governing resource for the material?

· Are scripture references presented in context?

· Does the content relate the Bible to our daily lives and actions?

· Are the interpretations and applications of scriptural references accurate? 

After evaluating the Biblical accuracy of resources, review these considerations to provide stronger growth experiences for your learners.

· Is the learner, not the teacher, the focus of learning activities?

· Is information presented in a variety of methodologies to address the learner’s various learning styles? 

· Are activities engaging and relevant to the story or concept presented?

· Are developmental characteristics and needs of the learner addressed?

· Is understanding and application emphasized over rote memory?

· Do activities provide cognitive (thinking) and affective (feeling) learning?

· Is learning coordinated from year to year and among age groups?

· Is previous learning reinforced periodically, not covered and forgotten?

· Are all learners included in activities, not just a few eager participants?

· Do lessons support the total ministry of the church, including worship, stewardship, and outreach? 

There is no greater responsibility found that the charge given to teachers of God’s word for the care and influence of souls.  There are many ways to help congregational members grow in their knowledge, love, and service to Jesus Christ.  Effective educational leaders must evaluate resources and activities to ensure content and outcomes are soundly based on scripture. 
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