

Brother Elam also envisioned a Bible and preacher training school based in Syktyvkar.  In 1993 the elders of the West Main congregation in Tupelo, Mississippi committed to overseeing and underwriting what is now called the Syktyvkar Bible School.  Following Demar as the first Dean were Charles Tharp, West Main’s preacher at the time, and W.C. (Dub) Hill, one of their elders.  Larry Little currently serves as Dean.  From the beginning, the simple purpose of the two-year men’s program and one-year women’s program was to train Russian men in their own country and culture to become evangelists, Bible teachers and church leaders and Russian women how to teach the Bible to children.  Through the years qualified American and Russian Christians have taught the courses.  Now in its 17th year, over 90 men and women have been trained by the school and are at work in the Kingdom.  Gennady Scherbakov, one of Syktyvkar’s elders, serves as director.  While West Main continues to support and oversee the financial aspects, local administration of the school is now under the oversight of the Syktyvkar elders.


In addition to the school, the Lord has continued to use the Syktyvkar Church of Christ in other mighty ways within the Kingdom in Russia.  Beginning In 1996, James Mettenbrink, a former missionary in the Komi Republic, began a ministry of translating sound brotherhood works into Russian for the Russian church.  The Syktyvkar church agreed to work with him and now serves as distribution center for the country.  To date, 42 books and 9 monographs have been distributed and are now in the hands of Russian Christians free of charge. In 2000 W.C.(Dub) Hill and his wife Shirley had a dream of establishing a foster home for children in Syktyvkar.  He worked with the Syktyvkar elders and the dream became reality.  Today, the program is under the oversight and administration of the Syktyvkar church and boasts 15 homes, housing some 85 widows, destitute women and children, including 35 foster children.  Another 90 women and children have benefited having already passed through the program.  Many have obeyed the gospel and the church has received much credibility in the eyes of the government and community.  Through the years men such as Marlon Rutherford and Mike Nix, along with others, have continued to return to the Komi region evangelizing and strengthening the congregations. In 2009 the Syktyvkar church, working with Marlon and Ronnie Morrison, established a new congregation in a nearby village and continues to nurture it  


Today, nearing their 20th anniversary, the Syktyvkar church is around 140 in number, served by three shepherds, a full-time evangelist (paid from the church treasury), has numerous classes for children and adults, is engaged in many ministries and has their own building which also houses the Syktyvkar Bible School.  Today there are new challenges for the Lord’s church in Syktyvkar.  Under Syktyvkar’s oversight, the church is active in regional evangelization and developing a distance learning program through the school that will take Bible training to congregations throughout Russia that are weak in the faith.  Indeed, to use the language of I Thessalonians 1:8, the word of the Lord continues to sound forth from Syktyvkar, evangelizing the lost and strengthening a Russian brotherhood in need of revival. Thanks be unto God and all praise, honor and glory be unto Him for His church in Syktyvkar.
Women’s Program


Recently the brethren in Syktyvkar celebrated the 15th anniversary of the Women’s Program in the school.  Kay was heavily involved in the early organization of this program and in teaching many of the courses while we lived there.  It was gratifying going through pictures that were sent for them to display.  This is a good work and balances the overall program of Syktyvkar Bible School.

Closing Thoughts


Every day I thank God that we are part of this fruitful ministry.  We also thank Him for you who support it with your prayers and financial support.  This is a team effort of which you are a vital part. 

I believe that the best is yet to come and that the Lord’s work in Russia is about to enter an era of renewal and grounding in the Word of which the Syktyvkar Bible School will play a large role.  I hope the foregoing history of the work will serve to bring a sense of satisfaction from being a part of this ministry.  May God bless you richly. 
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Dear friends and supporters,





	Much has happened in our area of North Alabama since we last wrote, most notably the tornadoes of April 27.  While passing to our south and north, we were spared but many brethren in the area were affected.  Bethel, in Limestone County, has been one of our supporters from the early 90’s.  The F-5 tornado hit their building, leveling it, and also an elder’s house across the road, inflicting injury.  Our prayers are with them and all affected.  


	Most of you receiving this newsletter are familiar with the Syktyvkar church and school.  Many of you, however, may not be familiar with the history of this portion of your mission outreach.  News from the school this time is routine as work continues on Distance Learning development and teaching in the school while Kay continues with her WEI students.  Therefore, I thought that it might be a good time to share the following article that I was recently asked to submit on the history of the Syktyvkar work.  It is indeed a remarkable story.





The Story of the Syktyvkar Church of Christ and Syktyvkar Bible School, Syktyvkar, Russia


	The decade of the 90’s began with the dramatic downfall of the “Iron Curtain” and communism in the Soviet Union.  Immediately hundreds of Christians from the West began pouring into the atheistic country with evangelistic campaigns.  The gospel was proclaimed, believers were baptized and churches were planted.  In the fall of 1991 one city where this occurred was Syktyvkar, the capitol of the Komi Republic in northern, European Russia.  Within a year of the first campaign, there existed a congregation of around 50 Christians.  It soon became evident that attention needed to be directed toward grounding these babes in Christ and preparing gospel preachers.  Rising to the challenge, two American elderships made long-term commitments destined to serve both the Syktyvkar church, and the Russian brotherhood at large in the years to come.  This is the story of the Lord’s work in Syktyvkar, Russia.


	Demar Elam of, what was then, Southern Christian University was primarily responsible for organizing and leading the first campaigns into Syktyvkar.   Two elders and others from the Midway congregation in Trinity, Alabama participated in those first campaigns that resulted in the church being planted there.  Soon the Midway elders began to realize the need for grounding the young Syktyvkar church and training local leadership.    In the winter of 1992, in response to the Syktyvkar church’s invitation, the elders assumed oversight of Larry and Kay Little to work full-time in grounding the young church.  From the beginning, the Syktyvkar church was unusually blessed with excellent leadership material.  Thus, by the year 2000, the church had selected and appointed two qualified men to serve as their first shepherds and, in the following year, full-time missionary presence ceased














